Dear Ed, 


Escalation— Do-escalation 


8/20/72 


I lead a kind of compartmontcd life. Or try to. There are ao many things I'm into, so 
many things i must do or want to, and 00 many tliat I ahould, there ia always competition 

“jfAT ’ bl ’ 1 ° f ro3 P° noB to your letter enclosing those six pages from Peter 
ale Scoto immediately 1 read the letter, laid those pages aside until the noon-time TV 
news, road them then, afterward went out and mowed to the point where I felt I should have 
stopped a few minutes earlier, and now, having done that and wldle I'm sweating to a cooling 
oil, after winch u dip ana a planned return to PM, thin appreciation* 

C Oio Ia ^^ ed * nonecompeteitivo emotions, predominatingly enormous respect for Scott, 

, the ^logue to his The War Conspiracy are one of the groat monuments to un 
unfettered mind and a clour eye, u e is magnificient! They are really groat stuff, and I 
appreciate them the more because lie lias seen and found what I did not. I was one of the 
early ones in tliat area, if silently, planning it for TIGER, which would have been my second 
book had it not ooen tor what to me was the evil doctrine of the Lane/Epstein(k) approach. 

having moved since tliat research and not hiring finished unpacking, some of tiia t work 
has yet to be retrieved. I'm confident that in the end it will all come to the surface. I 
did, for example, find most of my VH clipping files and give them to Howard, several large 
boxoo from before moot people were aware of what was going on. Once The Pentagon Papers 
appeared ± know 1 could shorten and simplify TIGER. I still hope for it to fol.ow AGENT OSWALD. 
A11 ~ fton analyses begin where others' don't, sometimes witi. entirely different material. 

tb iJukxng aboutil tho JiiK assassination and its aftormatli lias a unique beginning, 
of «er tho numbness everyone shared* the Oswald assassination. Thus I saw Tomoin Gulf accurately 
^contemporaneously, as I did the G u ba Missle Crisis (no typo), and my analyses are with 
both contemporaneous and still accurate, of which I am proud, 

jl 'Phoro are other and now forgotten incidents tliat colored my thinking and directed it, 
never hoar mention of one, the illegal taking of severalCuban fishing boats. 1 don't 
know whore tliat analysis is, but if it doesn't show up, I suspect tliat ao Howard searches 
nere he will iind it* / 

In moving I mislaid a valuable file X got the end of 1966 from a great guy, tho only 
ono who, to then, I'd met who shared my view. The title "Kscalatio" is his. He was then 
kicking around in the 3.P. hay area having a tough time with talks shows at which he was 
great because of liio outspoken views on such tilings. He is Jim Eason and is a success now, 
sort ol a top property and in, but with good views still. He had I had seen some of the 
same inconspicuous stories, lio had' followed this in a way x antin' t, with some letters, 
o lie and I saw the consequence.; of the JPL assassination the same way. Wo discovered this 
when he auditioned a show I did in med-December 1966 with Harv Morgan, then KCDS. liarv, Jim 
larv s wife and I retired to the hotels dining xoon after tho show until it closed in the 
early „.m. and continued. 

Undoubtedly others saw the same things, but ^iw is the first 1 met. 

1 presume Scott, having finished hi3 book, was craraped for space. He could havo <bc- 
pmidod on these pages. Not that they really neeed it. I have a fa. things lie doesn't, in- 
cluding an interview l circa 6/67) with one of the generals JFK called in. 

I am particularly pleased with the way he puts it together because he has proven what 
only suspected and is in^y spot analyses of the bantam Pentagon r apors about Sheehan 
and the Hues and the CIA. U' remind you of their attitude toward me except for Mliss and 
for a short while Salisbury.) There is more, editing that Scott notes, if I remember cor- 
rectly. There is tho initial editing by CIa withholding. They were not making contributions 
60 any coining Penatgo n x apers and they withhold most of their stuff so the BlloberfiB could 
never latch onto it. In itself tills can account for vast voids. The simply were not in 
Pentagon files. 

0 Itoiy thaiiics! Until I find the old file, with this I'm starring a new one in the 
oeparato ilU nAL file, and I expect to drawn upon it heavily. It outs it all so well! 

1 suppose the book will be remainedor by tho time I get to thutVriting, or in paperback, 

so 1 11 go over all oi it. I noted the reviews. ^1 clipped them for me. Some wore very good. 

Now lor the dip and the other work. 

■^est, 


cclfil 


